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occurring in the verse means the creditor who can not col-
lect his claims from his debtors.1 According to the Majmaff
in giving assistance from the zakat the debtors are to be pre-
ferred to the poor.

According to the Malikites,2 debtors are paid from zakat
only for debts for which a debtor may be put in prison,
namely, debts to fellow-men (adami), provided, however,
the debtors prove their good faith by applying towards the
settlement of their debts such cash as they may have, and
by applying the saving they can effect through living in
more modest quarters; and, furthermore, provided the debts
were not incurred for unlawful ends such as drinking wine
or gambling.

Finally, according to the Shafiites,3 the word garim
(debtor) here means not only persons who, incurring debts
for lawful personal reasons, are aided only when they
cannot settle the debts by their own means, but also persons
who incurred debts in the public interest, by becoming
surety (hamalah) or by composing feuds and differences
(islah dhat al-bayn). These latter are paid from the zakat
even if they are rich. According to the Jamif, al-Zahidi
considers the word " debtors " in this connection to mean
those who incurred debts for composing feuds.

(6) "The way of God" (sabll allah). According to
Abu Yusuf and a report from Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan,
the expression " the way of God " means persons who by
reason of poverty have been unable to join the army of the
Moslems for the purpose of holy war. This is the view
generally accepted. Such persons deserve a share even
when they can engage in business, because if they were re-
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